
Minutes for Mesilla Valley Audubon Society Board Meeting. September 11, 2019.  5:30 PM. 

Location:  Sid Webb’s home. 

Attending:  CJ Goin (acting president), Diane Moore (treasurer) Elaine Stachera (Board Member), Sid 

Webb (board Member).   

Aaron Lucas (outgoing secretary) attended briefly and announced his resignation.  He departed soon 

thereafter.  Sid Webb agreed to assume the role of secretary until further notice. 

As acting president, CJ Goin led the meeting. 

1.   August Minutes, compiled by Aaron Lucas and previously mailed to members, were accepted 

as written. 

2.  Treasurer’s report, compiled by Diane Moore and previously mailed to members, was accepted 

without change.  CJ Goin noted that he was going to present her with a bill of $22.92 for 

purchase of sugar, used at Dripping Springs to feed the hummingbirds.  It was noted that 

hummingbird season is almost over. 

3. 40th Anniversary Celebration: 

a. The consensus was that we do want to plan for a 40th Anniversary Celebration in 

November 2019. 

b. Invitation to New Mexico State Chairmain John Hays indicated he is not available on our 

regular meeting day (November 20), but would be available a week earlier (November 

13).  Accordingly, it is planned that the November Board Meeting be moved to the first 

Wednesday of the month (November 6) and that we hold the monthly meeting on 

November 13, inviting him to be our special guest. 

c. The celebration would be held at a restaurant that could serve a substantial dinner and 

allow for a post dinner presentation by our guest. 

d. The celebration would be for MVAS members only 

e. Diane Moore will develop a committee to make things happen.  All board members will 

help.  Other volunteers will be solicited at next week’s general meeting. 

4. Newsletter 

a. History of MVAS.  To write this article looking for old members would be most 

productive, and several names were mentioned.  Current board members felt ill 

prepared to help.  Sid Webb will write a rough draft and pass it around for others to 

edit.  It should be ready by November 1. 

b. Photo solicitation for the next newsletter suggested and will be undertaken. 

5. 9-28 Cleanup, Field Trip 

a. Elaine noted that liability coverage for undertaking a clean-up is not covered by any 

MVAS insurance.  Her discussions with the City of Las Cruces suggested that a clean-up 

be undertaken on October 12, the day of the city’s “Toss no Mas” volunteer day.  The 

idea was accepted.  Further review of our commitment to clean the area behind Las 

Cruces Dam is needed before designating that area as our worksite.  Further 

announcements at the September meeting.    October 12 is also a day for Mesilla Valley 

Bosque State Park bird walk.  Having both activities was OK with the members present. 



b. Tentatively, the original Field Trip Plans for Cloudcroft on September 28 would be 

reinstated.  A birding guide needs to be found for this event.  Announcement to be 

made at September meeting. 

6. Conservation Chair:  Elaine suggested that the focus of MVAS conservation efforts be redirected.  

As a local chapter, we should concentrate on making our backyards “bird friendly” and our city 

“bird friendly”.    No action was taken on this. 

7. Education:  Bureaucratic obstacles have prevented CJ Goin from obtaining needed material for 

the “Audubon Adventure” classes he conducts in our public schools.  If they persist, he may not 

continue to include this in his education activities.  He will still use Owl Pellets for classroom 

teaching and will continue to work with Leasburg Dam State Park when they have school aged 

excursions from around the county. 

8. Other business: 

a. Programs; September speaker Shelly Valdavinos is still planning on speaking September 

18, although her time with SWEC has been completed.  Khandan will speak on October 

16.  Changes to the November schedule were discussed above. 

b. Bird walks:  CJ is arranging with others to take over one of his bimonthly walks.   

c. Field Trips:  see above.  No plans for November.  December:  CBC 

d. KRWG wants to report on one of our bird walks and tentatively will join Wayne Treers 

for his September or October walk in Tellbrook Park.  Board member presence will be 

Sid Webb, on either date.  Arrangements with KRWG to be finalized by Elaine Stachera. 

e. Monuments to Mainstreet honored MVAS with notification in the Las Cruces Sun News 

that the September 18 Tellbrook bird walk will be part of its month’s agenda.  Diane 

Moore will follow up on this and provide some details for those interested. 

9. The next meeting will be on October 9 at 5:30 at Sid Webb’s home. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM 

Minutes submitted by Sid Webb, 9/12/2019.  Reviewed and not changed on 10/6/2019.  

  

 


