
Agenda and Minutes for the Mesilla Valley Audubon Society board meeting 

December 11, 2019, 5:30 p.m. at Good Sam 

 

Agenda 

1. Acting president @ board meeting by more or less general agreement – Elaine Stachera 

Simon  

Acting president @ December general meeting – Wayne Treers  

 

2. Approval of November board minutes 

 

3. Approval of Treasurer’s end-of-November balance report 

 

4. CBC! 

 

5. Adopt a Spot – redux 

 

6. Update on Audubon Council meeting at Sevilleta – Sid and Elaine 

 

7. Bird Survey: progress since last meeting, insurance, Amy Erickson 

 

8. January: general meeting and elections – process?  

 

9. Issues: 

 

a. Response to F-16 noise, is this an issue for NM State Audubon/Council? Contact 

Southwestern Audubon and join their efforts? What about other organizations? 

b. National Audubon sent the slideshow presentation for Survival by Degrees—

coordinated effort to bring to media? Pitch to KRWG?   

 

10. Programs?  

 

a. EASS was told MVAS member Trish Cutler did a great presentation on 

bird/window strikes at a local gathering, which is something to address in 2020 on 

the NMSU campus (Carol Campbell and EASS have talked about it).  

b. Wyatt Egelhoff on his Russia trip? 

 

11. Committee reports: 

 

a. Education 

b. Publications 

c. Program reminders for November and CBC in December 

 

12. Other business  

 

Minutes: 

1.  Elaine Stachera Simon opened the meeting at 7:35 PM at the Conference Room of Good 

Samaritan Village.  In attendance were Sid Webb, Diane Moore, Mark Pendleton, CJ 

Goin, and Wayne Treer. 

2. Minutes from November’s Board meeting were approved. 



3. Financial Report for November 2019 was approved.  Of note is that the cost of the 40th 

Anniversary Celebration was $599.60.  National Audubon Society has paid the MVAS 

chapter $985.25 for this year.  The current balance in our bank account is $12,143.21 

4.  Elaine then turned the meeting over to Wayne Treers for discussion of the upcoming 

Christmas Bird Count on 12/21/2019.  There have been 3 team leaders who dropped 

out this year, but all were replaced by experienced birders.  There are an additional 10 

people who volunteered to be participants, bringing the total to 55 birders.  Details of 

data collection, terrain to be covered and other details will be addressed at the December 

meeting next week, which will be chaired by Wayne. 

5. Adopt a Spot:  At last meeting the board decided to volunteer MVAS to help with 

community clean up by volunteering to work La Llorona Park.  Since then, Elaine has 

noted that the area to the south, near the entrance to Bosque de Mesilla was terribly 

messy and offered it as an aleteernative..  The board opted to continue with its initial 

decision. Elaine will discuss this with the city in the coming month. 

6. Update on Audubon Council meeting in Sevellita, November 16:  Attended by Sid and 

Elaine, this was a very productive meeting.  Audubon New Mexico and Audubon 

Arizona are working to host a meeting to be held in Silver City April 24-26, 2020.  It 

would be open to all Audubon Chapters of both states and would have discussions of 

climate change, regional forest management and more.  There would be field trips and 

other activities for general members and a meeting of the Audubon Council as well. 

Other reports from the meeting included discussion of what each chapter is doing as well 

as a presentation by Jon Hays about activities at New Mexico Audubon in Santa Fe.   

7. MVAS Bird Survey:  Since the last board meeting, the survey group has submitted its 

application to Audubon to help raise money for outreach; has submitted an application to 

US-IBWC for permission to do its survey on their land, has successfully petitioned 

eBird.org for a Hotspot to use for data collection (Rio Grande- Las Cruces: Treatment 

Water Canal South to I-10), and it members have submitted 7 reports.  Arrangements 

are in place for Amy Erickson to give a lecture on Friday, January 17, 2020 (place to be 

determined) on bird surveying methods and to follow up the next day with a field trip 

demonstrating her techniques.  The group has 15 members at this time. There was much 

discussion and little agreement about the need for liability insurance to protect MVAS in 

its outreach efforts.  After presenting his initial findings based on a survey of the National 

Audubon website, Sid planned to discuss with Central New Mexico Audubon the 

possibility of our two chapters combining a policy that would be effective and lest costly 

to each chapter.  The issue was then tabled.  

8. January Meeting / Annual Elections:  With much discussion, the board developed a 

tentative list of candidates for 2020: 

a. President:  Elaine Stachera Simon 

b. Vice President:  Mark Pendleton 

c. Treasurer:  Diane Moore 

d. Secretary:  Sid Webb 

e. Board Members (new) 

i. Beth Bardwell 

ii. Judy Wilbur 

iii. Susan Keller 

iv. Amie Metelal 

                             Board members Gill Sorg and Aaron Lucas are not up for election).  Board        

members Mark Pendleton and CJ Goin will not run for the coming year.   

9. MVAS upcoming schedule: 



a. January Schedule:   

i. General Meeting:  Election; presentation on Sparrows by CJ and Wayne 

ii. Bird Walks:  Tom Johnson will start as leader at Mesilla Valley Bosque 

the second Saturday of the month, while CJ Goin continues at Leasburg 

Dam the last Saturday of the month.  

iii. Field Trip:  January 17, 18: Lecture and bird walk led by Amy Erickson 

(see above) 

b.    February:  Trish Cutler to talk about birds/windows.  Elaine to make 

arrangements 

c.    March:  Wyatt Egelhoff to present a lecture on his trip to Russia.  Elaine to 

make arrangements 

d. March:  Warbler presentation by CJ.  ?Bischoff Scholarship presentation.  Yet to 

be decided.  (see below) 

e. Not yet finalized, Elaine and the rest of the board would like to work with the 

Audubon Society to present a lecture on its Survival by Degrees study sometime 

early next year. 

10. Issues: 

a. There was a conference at the Las Cruces Ramada Inn where the US Air Force 

described its plans to modify the training program for pilots learning how to fly 

the F-16 fighter aircraft at Holloman  Air Force base. Sid Webb attended and 

reported there was much concern by multiple environmental groups and by pilot’s 

associations for the adverse impact these changes would have on a large portion 

of New Mexico wilderness.  This is seen as a major issue confronting us all.  The 

board agreed it would be very appropriate to forward information about the issue 

to the NM Audubon Council to help us join the effort to voice our concerns to 

appropriate government agencies.  Sid Webb will pursue this issue.  

b. Survival by Degrees:  see above 

11. Committee Reports: 

a. Education:  CJ is helping with the MVAS Bird Monitoring survey and in that 

role will be talking with head of the Girl Scouts to engage them in the project.  

Also, there is ongoing discussion between CJ and Tombaugh Elementary School 

about the field trip sponsored by MVAS for its 5th grade students wherein MVAS 

will pay for bus transportation to Mesilla Valley Bosque so that they can learn 

about the pleasures of exploring nature and learning about birds. 

b. The issue of where are our binoculars and how are they being used arose, with 

confusion about what the State Parks is doing with them.  CJ Goin will explore 

the issue and try to clarify their status.  (see below) 

c. Publications:  The next issue of Roadrunner Rambler will be published February 

1, 2020.  An addition to the website is devoted to the National Audubon’s 

“Survival by Degrees”. Board members are invited to check it out and offer 

suggestions to make it better. 

12.  Other business:  In 2020 all MVAS board meetings will be held the second Thursday 

of each month at 5:30. This is a change from the current schedule and will go into effect 

in January.  They will be held at Good Samaritan Village in the Conference Room, 

pending confirmation by Sid Webb that space is available.  The regular monthly members 

meeting will continue to be held the 3rd Wednesday of each month in the Creative Arts 

Room at Good Samaritan with no changes planned.   

The meeting was adjourned by Elaine at 7:29 PM 

 



Submitted by Sid Webb, 12/12/2019                                                  

 

Corrections &Additions: 

12/12/2019:  Education, binoculars:   CJ spoke with Mesilla Valley Bosque ranger and all 20 

MVAS binoculars ae accounted for. 

12/12/2019:  In 2020 there will be no Bischoff or teacher award.  In prior years it was a regular 

for the April general meeting, but there will be no recipient this year and no talk. 


