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CBC information from Mark Pendleton, Las Cruces CBC compiler

Mesilla Valley Audubon Society <mesillavalleyaudubon@gmail.com>
Wed 11/17/2021 5:25 PM
To:  Mesilla Valley Audubon <mesillavalleyaudubon@gmail.com>
Bcc:  sidwebb@gmail.com <sidwebb@gmail.com>

In December, a ritual that’s taken place since 1901 will again play out across the western
hemisphere. People will roll out of bed in the early predawn to go out and spend the entire day
counting every single bird they can identify. Some will rely on bird calls alone, some will make
their identi�ications by sight, most will use both. Whichever method/s they use, all of them will be
taking part in the longest running citizen science project in our half of the world.
 
In	Las	Cruces,	the	ritual	will	be	on	Saturday,	December	18,	2021, one week before Christmas.
What is this powerful rite that causes even con�irmed sleep lovers to forsake their beds in the
early morning darkness? It’s the Christmas Bird Count (CBC)!
 
Following are some FAQs about this ritual. We hope that anyone who’s interested but has never
taken part before will want to do so after reading these questions and answers. Hopefully,
veterans of this rite will also �ind much of interest here and be moved to once more go out
to count birds!
 
HISTORY	

Q:  What	does	CBC	stand	for?	
A:  CBC stands for Christmas Bird Count.
 
Q:  Why	count	birds	at	this	time	of	year?
A:  In 1900, ornithologist Frank Chapman of the American Museum of Natural History in New
York City organized a bird count on Christmas Day as an alternative to the then-current custom of
a Christmas Day contest to see who could kill the most birds. In ensuing years, the �ledgling
National Audubon Society took over the count, and it grew. 

Now, rather than being on Christmas Day, the CBC runs from December 14 through January 5,
with local count “circles” choosing their own count day.  

Over the years, the CBC has generated an enormous body of data regarding bird population
trends. Scientists use this information to study how bird numbers relate to different phenomena
such as climate and habitat change. This, in turn, can be used to help make better decisions about
habitat management and wildlife policy.  
 
Q: How	many	years	has	there	been	a	CBC	in	Las	Cruces?
A: The �irst CBC in Las Cruces was in 1975, and there has been one every year since except for
last year when COVID-19 made it unsafe. So, this year’s count will be the 45th CBC for Las Cruces.
 
Q: Is	the	CBC	worldwide?
A: No, the CBC is only done in the western hemisphere. It began in the U.S. and spread to Canada
and Mexico. Now there are count circles in Central and South America plus the Caribbean, but not
anywhere else.

CBC	LOGISTICS
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Q:  How	much	does	it	cost	to	participate	in	the	CBC?
A:  Nothing. 
 
Q:  Do	I	have	to	belong	to	the	National	or	Mesilla	Valley	Audubon	Society	to	take	part	in	the
CBC?
A: Absolutely not. You’re certainly welcome to join your local Audubon chapter, and we’d be
delighted if you did, but it’s not necessary to be part of the CBC. If you enjoy getting out into
nature to have a good time with like-minded folk, you’ll �it right in and we’ll welcome you.
 
Q:  How	does	the	CBC	work?
A:  Starting at sunrise, teams of birders go out and count all the birds they can identify by either
sight or sound. This takes place within a 15-mile diameter circle divided into several sections, each
counted by different teams. Teams generally range in size from two to eight birders.
 
The count continues until sundown. At the end of the day, team leaders submit their team’s list for
the day to the count compiler. Then the compiler integrates all the teams’ lists into a single list for
that circle, which is submitted to the regional compiler, who submits a similarly compiled list to the
state or national headquarters.
 
Q: What	if	I’m	not	a	good	birder?	Can	I	still	be	part	of	a	CBC?
A:  Certainly! No matter your level of birding experience, from novice to expert, we’d love to have
you. I’ve done CBCs with absolute beginners and with expert birders who have discovered new
species in East Asia and it’s all been great!
 
Q: How	can	I	sign	up	to	take	part	in	the	Las	Cruces	CBC?
A: Send an email to mpndltn@gmail.com with LC CBC in the subject line or call 575.635.8711. In
your email, be sure to give me your name and contact details as well as some indication of your
birding experience. If I don’t answer my phone, (I don’t always carry it) please leave me a
voicemail with the same info and I’ll get back to you.
 
Q: What	if	I’m	not	on	any	team?	I	want	to	do	the	CBC,	but	don’t	know	what	team	to	be	on.
What	should	I	do?
A: Not to worry; either email or call me as described above and let me know. I can �ind a team for
you.
 
Q:  I’m	a	team	leader	and	would	like	to	have	the	same	area	and	same	team	as	I	did	two	years
ago	in	the	last	Las	Cruces	CBC.	Can	I	do	that?
A: Absolutely! Just contact me in the same way described above and let me know. Likewise, if you
want to switch areas, or if you want to let someone else be the team leader, let me know that. 

Q: How	are	you	handling	carpooling?	Will	we	be	going	out	with	several	people	in	the	same
car	like	past	years?
A: The short answers are: “We’re not” and “no”. ***With the quali�ication*** that members of the
same family or a “pod” (people with whom you’ve birded and associated during the pandemic)
may carpool together.
 
Q: Can	I	bring	my	dog	with	me	on	the	CBC?
A: Although an ardent dog lover, my answer is “No!” The CBC is more than just your average
garden variety Saturday morning bird walk and we need your full attention on counting birds. It
won’t be if your dog comes along, so it’s just not fair to the others on your team not to give it your
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all or to distract them with Fido. It’s equally unfair to expect Fido to be in the same vehicle with
you all day and not be able to get out and play. So, leave your dog home.
 
Q: Do	I	have	to	be	vaccinated	against	COVID-19	and	wear	a	facemask	to	be	part	of	the
2021/2022	CBC?
A: Yes. For the protection of all participants, MVAS is asking that participants be fully vaccinated
against COVID (on your honor) and properly wear facemasks that cover the nose and mouth. If
you’re out of the vehicle and not near anyone, it’s enough to have your mask with you so you can
don it should you meet other people.
 
Q: Is	the	Las	Cruces	CBC	going	to	have	an	end-of-the-day	get-together	and	compilation
dinner	this	year?
A: I would like to, but I don’t believe that COVID-19 is under control enough to risk it. I’d like to
meet in person and few people enjoy the camaraderie of a post-CBC party more than I
do. ***But*** I want everyone to be as safe as possible. Two of the best ways to do so are to get
vaccinated and to avoid large indoor gatherings in close quarters. So, we’ll not meet face to face
this year. Hopefully, we can resume in-person jolli�ication next year!
 
But we will meet via Zoom! We’ll send out a registration link for that meeting, so watch your
email!
 
RARE	BIRDS
 
Q: What	if	I	see	a	really	rare	bird	for	this	area	while	I’m	doing	the	CBC?
A: That’s when it’s a great idea to have a good camera along so you can get a photo to document
your sighting. Photos need no artistic merit, they just need to show suf�icient distinguishing
characteristics and �ield marks.
 
Q: What	if	I	don’t	have	a	camera	with	me?	What	can	I	do?
A: If you’re with another birder with a good camera, have them take a photo. If not, get as good a
look as you can at the bird, and if you want, you might even sketch the bird. You might also want to
jot down notes to yourself about why you identi�ied the bird as you did. This will be submitted
along with a Rare Bird Report that the compiler will include in the submission. (Rare can be either
way out of range or way out of season for being here.)
 
Q: What	kind	of	information	goes	into	this	report	and	why	do	I	have	to	�ill	it	out?	Don’t	you
believe	me	if	I	say	I	saw	such-and-such	bird?
A: No one is questioning anyone’s integrity. That’s not the point; rather, it’s that anyone and
everyone can make a mistake. We have all done so and no one is infallible. Plus, CBC data needs to
stand up to rigorous scrutiny. It’s perfectly reasonable to request a convincing explanation for an
unusual sighting.
          
When it’s time to �ill out a Rare Bird Report you can get one from your team leader or from me. It
will ask for your name, email address, and phone number. You’ll then describe where and when
you saw the bird, other birds you considered as possibilities, how you eliminated them, and any
other helpful info to support your ID.
          
This report goes to your team leader who turns it in to me. I look at it and may contact you to ask
a few more questions. If satis�ied, I send the sighting and report along to the regional coordinator,
who, if satis�ied, passes bot to the national CBC of�ice. If they’re convinced, the sighting is counted.
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OTHER	CBCs	IN	THE	AREA
 
Q: Are	there	any	other	nearby	CBCs?	I	may	like	it	so	much	that	I	want	more.
A: De�initely! The Hillsboro CBC is Friday, December 17, one day before our Las Cruces Count.
Two days after Christmas on Monday, December 27, the La Luz CBC takes place. The Caballo CBC
is Sunday, January 2, 2022. For more information you can contact me, Mark Pendleton
at mpndltn@gmail.com (put Area CBCs in subject line) or email the respective compilers directly
at:
 
Hillsboro: Kathleen Blair (bluehare@citilink.net)
La Luz & Caballo: John Douglas (jlddouglas@zianet.com) -- John has requested to be contacted no
later than December 1 if you want to participate in either of these
          
You can also go to the National Audubon CBC website
at https://www.audubon.org/conservation/join-christmas-bird-count to learn more about the
CBC and to see where other count circles are around our hemisphere.
 
Q: What’s	the	most	important	thing	you’d	tell	people	preparing	for	a	CBC?
A: Get out there and have fun! Whether you’re a seasoned veteran or this is your �irst CBC, it’s a
great chance to go birding and as a citizen scientist, make a contribution to a better understanding
of the feathered wonders whose home planet we’re privileged to share!  
 

https://www.audubon.org/conservation/join-christmas-bird-count

