
 1 

April 9, 2020 MVAS Minutes V1.1 
Thursday, April 9, 5:00 p.m. on Zoom 

 
Start Time: 17:00       Stop Time: 17:40 
 

Attendees: President: Elaine Stachera Simon, Vice-President: Mark Pendleton, 
Secretary: Aaron Lucas, Treasurer: Diane Moore, Sid Webb, CJ Goin, Annie Mitchell 

 
1. Approval of March board minutes – to be done via email 

 
 

2. Approval of Treasurer’s end-of-March balance report -- to be done via email 
 
 

3. Letter to Editor, board approved in March. Copy of letter was attached to the 
March Agenda.  
 

Letter was published by Las Cruces Sun News March 15, 2020 and Gallup Sun 
March 13, 2020. Bulletin (which owns Desert Exposure) did not print. Our outreach 
to Central Audubon to see if they wanted to join in letter to Albuquerque Journal 
went unanswered.  
 

4. Adopt a Spot follow up. 
  

Tried to reach James Woods once, left message, not returned. 
Wanted to ask what the responsibilities are of the Adopt A Spot Sponsors. And verify 
what is available. After discussion we came up with the following top 5.  
But one North Las Cruces Park was shown adopted on April 10, 2020. Aaron will 
report back info from James at next meeting and vote will be taken on which spot to 
adopt.  

 
City of Las Cruces POC: James Woods 575-528-4506 or jwoods@las-cruces.org. 

Web site for Adopt a Spot: 
http://las-
cruces.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=25172dc66394441
f825710aa37251cc9 
 

1 North Las Cruces Park 

Site Number 
 

Available for Adoption No 

Location Name North Las Cruces Park 

mailto:jwoods@las-cruces.org
http://las-cruces.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=25172dc66394441f825710aa37251cc9
http://las-cruces.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=25172dc66394441f825710aa37251cc9
http://las-cruces.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=25172dc66394441f825710aa37251cc9
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Address 1001 Valleyview ave 

Adoptee Belen & Michael Holguin 

 
2 Sunset Hills Park 

Site Number 51 

Available for Adoption Yes 

Location Name Sunset Hills Park 

Address 3333 Lunaridge St 

Adoptee Please Contact: (575) 528-4506 www.las-cruces.org 

 
4.   Sagecrest Park 

Site Number 42 

Available for Adoption Yes 

Location Name Sagecrest Park 

Address 489 N Roadrunner Pkwy 

Pro: A sign there would have good visibility as Park is popular. First grassy/tree area 
behind the dam. Birding may be good. Has good restrooms. 
Con: A family spot. 
 
5. R.L. Young Park 

Site Number 38 

Available for Adoption Yes 

Location Name R.L. Young Park 

Address 860 S Walnut St 

 
5. Earth Day 50th anniversary Cancelled  & Bird Survey update  

Bird Surveys are ongoing.  
 

6. Damage due to Off-Road Vehicle (4x4, UTV, ATV, motorcycles) Usage on Rio 
Grande. Willow pole planting and Bird Blind on Woodward property.  

a. Signage along the river. 
b. Days of possible large vehicles gatherings on the Rio Grande. Dexert 

Works on Facebook. 
c. Support from elected City and County Commissioners 
d. Ally with other NGO, concerned parties 

 
IBWC citizen forum for April 9, 2020 that MVAS was to attend was cancelled. Tabled 
for the moment, as there is no imminent activity.  
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7. Las Cruces City Fest - cancelled 

 
8. Liability Insurance for events/ activities. Quote from R. V. Nuccio & Associates 

with coverage for chapter and separate ones for director’s and officer’s liability 
coverage. 
 
Ongoing. Aaron Lucas has attempted to got through their web site, not found it 
not easy. Has not attempted to call the company contact yet, under the 
coronavirus situation we are in. Time is not of the essence because of no 
MVAS activity during the quarantine. 
 
Under this agenda item, decision was made to cancel MVAS May bird walks 
and monthly meeting. May board meeting will be by Zoom again.  
 
 

9. City of Las Cruces Migratory Bird proclamation status. 
Gill Sorg is moving proclamation forward, MVAS to be sponsoring organization. 
Trish Cutler and Elaine assisted in the writing and editing. Copy sent to MVAS 
board for review (and is below). If there is an in-person city council meeting, we’d 
be invited. Given that this is unlikely, it’s uncertain how proclamation will be done.  

 
 

10. Committee reports: 
 

a. Publications: Next Newsletter May 1st. 
Bird Walk Section with have a Mark Pendleton article and  
There will be an article on membership renewal from Diane. 

 
 
A Bischoff scholarship winner! Clare O'Connell from the College of ACES (College of 
Ag).  
 
Elaine Stachera Simon will be working with last year's and this year's winners to try 
to get something visual for members to look at.  
 
 
Two additional non-monthly meeting programmatic events (EASS): 
 
Was mentioned in meeting that because of the current coronavirus stay-in-place 
We shouldn’t assume that that Good Samaritan that would let outside groups back in 
so freely as they have. They do have to think about their residents and staff. It 
wouldn’t be bad to start thinking of alternatives. 
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June – Booze and Birds 
 
July - Booze and Birds 
 
August - A bird identification class by C.J. Goin featuring warblers.  
 
September – The Wilburs on their international birding adventures. 
 
 

11. Other business  
 

a. MVAS membership renewal underway. Via email and mail to the seven  
members who have not sent in an email address. Some people have not 
renewed for two years. And notice will be placed in the May issue of the 
MVAS newsletter Roadrunner Rambling.  
 

Copy of International Migratory Bird Day Proclamation 2020 (#9, above). 
 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, migratory birds are beautiful, easily observed wildlife sharing our 
communities. People everywhere recognize and welcome migratory birds— 
songbirds, hawks, ducks, cranes, and others—as symbolic harbingers of the 
changing seasons; and 

WHEREAS, Las Cruces and Doña Ana County are fortunate to be surrounded by 
public lands that are bio-diverse, ecologically valuable, support special status 
species, sensitive natural communities, and abundant birdlife; and 

WHEREAS, bird watching is an important tourist attraction and of economic benefit 
to Las Cruces, and birds are an important element in the quality of life of for the 
residents of our City; and 

WHEREAS, migratory birds provide critical ecosystem services including but not 
limited to pest control, seed dispersal, scavenging, and as a food source for other 

animals, and 

WHEREAS, although the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) was passed by 
Congress in 1918 to protect migratory bird species, the need for vigilance 
continues, especially in light of introduced federal legislation and re-interpretation of 
the MBTA that alter the previously accepted interpretation of the MBTA and no 
longer hold companies accountable for “accidental or incidental” harming of birds, 
placing migratory birds in jeopardy; and 
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WHEREAS, migratory birds are declining throughout the Americas, facing a 
growing number of threats including habitat loss and climate change along their 
migration routes, in their nesting locations, and at their summer and winter homes, 
and public awareness and concern are crucial components of migratory bird 
protection. Citizens enthusiastic about birds and informed about the threats they 
face are empowered to address those threats directly to contribute to maintaining 
healthy bird populations; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, the Mayor and City Council of Las Cruces, New Mexico, 
do hereby proclaim Saturday, May 9, 2020 as: 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATORY BIRD DAY 

and encourage all agencies and entities to ensure that their adopted policies, 
regulations, and operating procedures avoid and minimize negative impacts to, and 

help ensure the health of, nesting birds and their habitats. 

                                              
____________________ 

Ken D. Miyagishima, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________ 
Christine Rivera, Acting City Clerk 

 


